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Clocktower Chambers 

Palmerston Street 
Westport 

 
Also held via Zoom 
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2024 CHARTER 

CORE COUNCILLOR ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Governance role entails: Strategic planning and decision-making; 
Policy and strategy review; 
Community leadership and engagement, and 
stewardship; 
Setting appropriate levels of service; 
Maintaining a financially sustainable organisation; and 
Oversight/scrutiny of Council's performance as one team. 

The governance role focusses on the big picture of 'steering the boat' - management's 
role focusses on 'rowing the boat' 

Our commitments to best support each other and meet 
the challenges and opportunities of 2024 include: 

CLEAR AND RESPECTFUL 

COMMUNICATION 

We are committed to: 

Actively listening and not 

interrupting; 

Remaining conscious of 'tone', 

body language, and amount of 

time speaking (allowing time 

for others); 

Responding/answering in a 

timely manner; and 

Being honest, reasonable, and 

transparent. 

TRUST AND 

RESPECT 

We recognise that trust and 

respect must be earned and that 

a team without trust isn't really a 

team. Trust can be built by: 

Valuing long-term relationships; 

being honest; honouring 

commitments; admitting when 

you're wrong; communicating 

effectively; being transparent; 

standing up for what's right; 

showing people that you care; 

being helpful; and being 

vulnerable. 

CONTINUOUS LEARNING 

AND IMPROVEMENT 

Continuous learning and 

improvement are critical for 

growing together as a team. 

We are committed to constantly 

reviewing what is going well and 

what needs to improve in relation 

to the way we work together, the 

processes we follow, and the 

outcomes we deliver. 

NONE OF US IS AS SMART AS ALL OF US 
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Council 
 
Chairperson:   Mayor  
 
Membership:  The Mayor and all Councillors 
 
Meeting Frequency: Monthly – or as required 
 
Quorum:  A majority of members (including vacancies) 
 
 
Purpose 

The Council is responsible for: 
 

1. Providing leadership to, and advocacy on behalf of, the people of Buller district. 

2. Ensuring that all functions and powers required of a local authority under legislation, and all 
decisions required by legislation to be made by local authority resolution, are carried out 
effectively and efficiently, either by the Council or through delegation. 

 

Terms of Reference 

1. To exercise those powers and responsibilities which cannot legally be delegated by Council: 
a) The power to set district rates. 
b) The power to create, adopt and implement a bylaw. 
c) The power to borrow money, or purchase or dispose of assets, other than in accordance 

with the Long Term Plan. 
d) The power to adopt a Long Term Plan or Annual Plan, or Annual Report. 
e) The power to appoint a Chief Executive Officer. 
f) The  power  to  adopt  policies  required  to  be  adopted  and  consulted  on  under  the 

Local Government Act 2002 in association with the Long Term Plan, or developed for the 
purpose of the Council’s governance statement, including the Infrastructure Strategy. 

g) The power to adopt a remuneration and employment policy for Chief Executive Officer. 
h) The power to approve or change the District Plan, or any part of that Plan, in accordance 

with the Resource Management Act 1991. 
i) The power to approve or amend the Council’s Standing Orders. 
j) The power to approve or amend the Code of Conduct for Elected Members. 
k) The power to appoint and discharge members of committees. 
l) The power to establish a joint committee with another local authority of other public body. 
m) The power to make the final decision on a recommendation from the Parliamentary 

Ombudsman, where it is proposed that Council not accept the recommendation. 
n) Health & Safety obligations and legislative requirements are met. 
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2. To exercise the following powers and responsibilities of Council, which the Council chooses to 
retain: 
a) Resolutions required to be made by a local authority under the Local Electoral Act 2001, 

including the appointment of an electoral officer and reviewing representation 
arrangements. 

b) Approval of any changes to Council’s vision, and oversight of that vision by providing 
direction on strategic priorities and receiving regular reports on its overall achievement. 

c) Adoption of governance level strategies, plans and policies which advance Council’s vision 
and strategic goals. 

d) Approval of the Triennial Agreement. 
e) Approval of the local governance statement required under the Local Government Act 2002. 
f) Approval of a proposal to the Remuneration Authority for the remuneration of Members. 
g) Approval of any changes to the nature and delegations of the Committees. 
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Common Delegations 
The following delegations from Council are common to the Risk and Audit Committee, the Community, 
Environment and Services Committee and the Regulatory, Hearings and Planning Committee within 
their respective areas of responsibility. 
 
General Principal 

1. The work of these Committees will be in accordance with the priorities and work programme 
agreed by the Council. 

2. These Committees have the powers necessary to perform the Committee’s responsibilities, in 
accordance with the approved Long Term Plan and Annual Plan budgets. Subject to confirmation 
of compliance with the financial strategy. 

 
These Committees will: 
 
Strategy, plans and policy 

1. Develop and agree to strategies, plans and policies for the purposes of consultation and/or 
engagement with community. 

2. Recommend to Council for adoption. 

3. Monitor and review as and when required. 

 
Bylaws 

1. Develop and agree to the statement of proposal for new or amended bylaws for consultation. 

2. Recommend to Council new or amended bylaws for adoption. 

 

Consultation and engagement 

1. Ensure appropriate, effective and transparent engagement with the community, tangata whenua 
and other stakeholders. 

2. Conduct any public engagement required on issues before the Committee, in accordance with 
Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 

3. Conduct hearings, where appropriate, to consider submissions from members of the public and 
external organisations, making determinations on such matters unless they are reserved for 
Council to decide. 

 

Submissions and legislation 

1. Approve submissions to external bodies/organisations on legislation and proposals, related to the 
Committee’s areas of responsibility, that impact governance policy or matters. 

2. Monitor and oversee strategic projects and programmes. 

3. Monitor Council’s Asset Management Plans/Strategic Infrastructure Plan. 
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Contracts 

1. Approve and monitor contracts and other legally binding arrangements provided that such 
contracts/arrangements: 

a) Do not require the approval of the whole of Council; and 

b) Fall within the budget approved under the Long Term Plan or Annual Plan and have a value 
exceeding the Chief Executive’s financial delegation. 

 
Other 

1. Consider and make decisions which are within the Chief Executive Officer’s delegations, and 
which the Chief Executive Officer has referred to the Committee for recommendation to Council. 

2. Consider and make decisions on operational matters that fall within a Committee’s area of 
responsibility that are outside of delegations to the Chief Executive Officer or other Council 
officers. 

3. Commission new Committee reports and work required to respond to significant or compliance 
issues, or to complete the agreed programme of Council. 

4. Monitor Audit recommendations and ensure completion. 
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BULLER DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
 

22 MAY 2024 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 1 
 
Prepared by  Simon Pickford 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
APOLOGIES 
 

 
1. REPORT SUMMARY  
 
 That Buller District Council receive any apologies or requests for leave of 

absence from elected members. 
 
 
2. DRAFT RECOMMENDATION 
 
 That there are no apologies to be received and no requests for leave of 

absence. 
 
 OR 
 
 That Buller District Council receives apologies from (insert councillor 

name) and accepts councillor (insert name) request for leave of absence. 
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BULLER DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
  

22 MAY 2024 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 2 
 
Prepared by  Simon Pickford 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 
MEMBERS INTEREST 
 

 
Members are encouraged to consider 
the items on the agenda and disclose 
whether they believe they have a 
financial or non-financial interest in any 
of the items in terms of Council’s Code 
of Conduct. 
 
Councillors are encouraged to advise 
the Governance Assistant, of any 
changes required to their declared 
Members Interest Register. 
 
The attached flowchart may assist 
members in making that determination 
(Appendix A from Code of Conduct). 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 
DRAFT RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Members disclose any financial 
or non-financial interest in any of the 
agenda items. 
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BULLER DISTRICT COUNCIL  
 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
 

22 MAY 2024 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 1 
 

Prepared by  - Tarsha Armstrong  
-  Licencing Inspector  

 
Reviewed by  -  Nathan Riley 

-  Group Manager Regulatory Services 
 

Attachments - 1. Class 4 Gambling and Totalisator Agency Board (TAB) Venue 
Policy – Buller District Council. 

  2. Application Club Buller Incorporated 
  3. Submissions to Club Buller Incorporated Application 
  4. Officer’s Report Club Buller Application 
   
 
Public Excluded: No 
 
 
 
 
CLASS 4 GAMBLING VENUE APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL GAMING 
MACHINES AND SUBMISSIONS - CLUB BULLER 

 
1. REPORT SUMMARY  
 

Under the Class 4 Gambling and Totalisator Agency Board (TAB) Policy (‘the 
Policy’) an application has been received from Evan Fox on behalf of Club Buller 
Incorporated, for the addition of 5 new gaming machines at the Class Four 
Gambling Venue situated at 44-46 Queen Street, Westport. This will increase the 
total number of gaming machines at the venue to 15.  Three objections were 
received to the application.  Under the Policy the decisions on applications are 
made by full Council following a hearing at which the applicant and everybody who 
has made a written submission on the application will have the opportunity to be 
heard. 
 
This covering report and attached officer’s report (Attachment 4) outlines the 
applications, objections, and policy considerations for Council. 
 

 
2. DRAFT RECOMMENDATION 
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That Council either: 
 
 
a. Grants the application by Club Buller Inc for the addition of 5 new 

machines to the Class 4 gambling venue at Club Buller in Westport: 
OR 

 
b. Declines the application by Club Buller Inc for the addition of 5 new 

machines to the Class 4 gambling venue at Club Buller in Westport. 
 
3. ISSUES & DISCUSSION 
 
 BACKGROUND 
 

As required under legislation Council has a Class 4 Gambling and Totalisator 
Agency Board (TAB) Venue Policy.  The Policy is attached as Attachment 1.  
Under that Policy gambling venues and gambling machines are permitted subject 
to an application being made to, and considered by, Council.  The application must 
be publicly notified, and submissions/objections are invited from the public.  As 
noted above decisions on applications are made by full Council following a hearing 
at which the applicant and everybody who has made a written submission on the 
application will have the opportunity to be heard. 
 
Club Buller Incorporated has made an application (Attachment 2) for an additional 
5 gaming machines on their premises.  The venue currently has permission to 
operate 10 gaming machines, the additional number bringing the total to 15 if the 
application was to be approved.  Three submissions have been received to the 
application (Attachment 3) - one being from Kay Kristensen of PGF Group, one 
from Vince Barry of Te Whatu Ora and one from Trevor Wilson. A full report 
covering the matters which need to be considered under the policy is attached in 
the accompanying officer’s report (Attachment 4).   
 

 
  
4. CONSIDERATIONS 
 

4.1  Strategic Impact 
 Consideration of this application is made under the criteria outlined in the 
Council’s Class 4 Gambling and TAB Venue Policy. 

 
4.2  Significance Assessment 
 Consideration of this application under the Class 4 Gambling and TAB 

Venue Policy is not considered to be significant.  Public notification of the 
application has been undertaken as required under the Policy. 
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4.3  Risk Management Implications 
 This decision does not provide Council with a significant risk as Council is 

following all the requirements for consideration of an application under its 
Class 4 Gambling and TAB Venue Policy. 

 
4.4  Values 
 This decision will be made with consideration to the Policy Council has 

adopted which aligns with the Buller District Values of being Community 
Driven together with Integrity and We Care. 

  
4.5  Policy / Legal Considerations 
 As noted above this decision will be made in accordance with the criteria 

set out in Council’s Class 4 Gambling and TAB Venue Policy.  It is noted 
that the policy is currently under review with the first stage of public 
consultation having been undertaken. Further work on the policy is being 
undertaken and Council will consider the review of the policy within the next 
few months.  

 
4.6  Tangata Whenua Considerations 

 The decision does not involve a significant decision in relation to ancestral 
land or a body of water or other elements of intrinsic value, therefore this 
decision does not specifically impact Tangata Whenua, their culture, and 
traditions. 

 
4.7  Views of Those Affected 
 As required by the Policy public notification of the application was made and 

the opportunity to make objections/submissions was outlined in the public 
notices.  Public notices were placed in the local newspaper and on Council’s 
website twice within the time periods set out in the policy. 

 
4.8  Costs 
 There are no on-going costs associated with this matter. 
 
4.9  Benefits 
 Council is making this decision based on the Class 4 Gambling and TAB 

Venue Policy which outlines the matters which may or may not benefit the 
community in making this decision.  These matters are set out in the officer’s 
report (Attachment 4). 

 
4.10  Media / Publicity 
 This decision may attract media interest which will be managed by the 

Council’s communication team. 
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Buller District Council, P O Box 21, Westport  Ph: (03) 788 9111  Fax (03) 788 8041  www.bullerdc.govt.nz 

Buller District Council Policy 

CLASS 4 GAMBLING AND TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD (TAB) VENUE POLICY 

Source: Council 
Date: 23/09/2009 
Reviewed: 26/09/2018 Next review: 26/09/2021 
See also: Gambling Act 2003, Racing Act 2003 

PURPOSE 

To manage the establishment of Class 4 gambling and TAB venues to minimise the 

adverse effects of gambling on the Buller district. 

BACKGROUND 

This policy applies to Class 4 and Totalisator Agency Board (TAB) gambling, and to Class 4 

gambling and TAB venues. 

Class 4 gambling is gambling that involves the use of gaming machines outside a casino, 

and from which the profits are distributed to authorised purposes (ie back to the 

community). 

Class 4 venues are the licenced premises where gaming machines are located. 

TAB venues are premises that are owned or leased by the New Zealand Racing Board and 

where the main business carried on at the premises is providing racing betting or sports 

betting services under the Racing Act 2003. 

ATTACHMENT 1
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COUNCIL CONSENT FOR CLASS 4 GAMING MACHINES AND TAB VENUES 

Consent is required from Council for the following: 

To establish a new Class 4 venue.

To increase the number of gaming machines at an existing Class 4 venue to more

than the number operating at that venue on 22 September 2003, or more than the

number previously consented to by Council.

To establish a new TAB venue.

The first time application is made to the Department of Internal Affairs for a Class 4

venue licence for a venue which did not hold such a licence on 17 October 2001.

Any building which holds a venue consent and which is destroyed or damaged by fire or 

other hazard may have that consent re-approved without further public notification.  Such 

re-approval will not apply to any relocation of venue. 

KEY ISSUE ONE 

There are some recognised benefits from allowing Class 4 and TAB gambling. A number of 

community groups rely on funding from the proceeds of Class 4 gambling. Some members 

of the community derive entertainment from these forms of gambling, and participate in 

them responsibly. 

OBJECTIVE 

To allow those who wish to participate in gaming machine and TAB gambling to do so 

within the district. 

POLICY 

Class 4 gambling venues and TAB venues may be established in Buller subject to: 

1. Meeting application and fee requirements;

2. The primary activity of the premises being onsite entertainment, recreation, or
leisure focused on persons 18 years and over; and

3. The premises being authorised under the Sale of Liquor Act 1989 to sell and supply
liquor for consumption on the premises.

ATTACHMENT 1
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METHOD OF IMPLEMENTATION 

Applications for Council consent must be on the approved form and must provide: 

1. Name and contact details for the application;

2. Street address of premises proposed for the venue;

3. A site plan covering both gambling and other activities proposed for the venue,
including details of each floor of the venue and location of each gaming machine
or TAB;

4. Details of the proposal including the number of gaming machines or other
gambling facility;

5. Details of liquor licence(s) applying to the premises; and

6. Any relevant gambling harm minimisation policy.

Application fees for territorial authority consent will be set annually as part of the Annual 

Plan process. For the 2009/2010 financial year, the application fee is $200.00. 

The applicant is responsible for meeting the cost of publicly notifying the application. 

Applications will not be considered until all of the required information has been received 

and the application fee has been paid. Council may request additional information if it 

considers it necessary to making a decision on an application. 

EXPLANATION/REASONS 

By allowing Class 4 and TAB venues to establish in Buller, we are allowing those who wish to 

participate in these types of gambling to do so. 

By specifying the types of premises which are suitable to be Class 4 and TAB venues, and 

by requiring applicants for consent to provide detailed information about their proposal 

before a decision is made on their consent allows us to minimise the potential for adverse 

effects arising from gambling. 

ATTACHMENT 1
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KEY ISSUE TWO 

There is the potential for gambling to cause harm to individuals, and the community as a 

whole, especially in cases of problem gambling. 

OBJECTIVE 

To prevent and minimise the harm caused by gambling, including problem gambling. 

POLICY 

The maximum number of gaming machines allowed at Class 4 venues are as follows: 

Class 4 gambling venues licenced after 17 October 2001 shall be allowed a

maximum of nine gaming machines.

Class 4 gambling venues licenced before 17 October 2001 shall be allowed a

maximum of 18 gaming machines.

METHODS OF IMPLEMENTATION 

No single venue will be allowed to exceed the maximum number of gaming machines. 

When considering an application for consent, Council will have regard to the 

characteristics of the venue and may impose a maximum number on the consent that is 

less than the applicable maximum number above. 

EXPLANATION/REASONS 

Restricting the number of gaming machines that may operate in the district limits the 

opportunities people have to gamble. Limiting gambling opportunities will help prevent 

and minimise harm from gambling. 

Restricting the types of venues which can be Class 4 venues will assist in the identification 

of problem gamblers, as they will become recognisable to venue staff. Identifying that 

somebody has a gambling problem is the first step in preventing harm caused by problem 

gambling. 

ATTACHMENT 1
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KEY ISSUE THREE 

 
Council has a responsibility under the Gambling Act 2003 and the Racing Act 2003 with 

regards to the provision of Class 4 gambling and TAB venues in the district. 

 

OBJECTIVE  

 
To ensure the Council and the community has influence over the provision of new 

gambling venues within the district and additional opportunities for gambling at existing 

venues. 

 

POLICY 

 
In considering all applications relating to Class 4 gambling venues Council may consider 

any matter, but will consider the following: 

 

(i) Characteristics of the district and parts of the district. 
 

(ii) Locations of kindergartens, early childhood centres, schools, places of worship 
and other community facilities. 

 
(iii) The number of gaming machines that should be permitted at any venue. 

 
(iv) The cumulative effects of additional opportunities for gambling in the district. 

 
(v) How close any venue shall be permitted to any other venue. 

 
(vi) What the primary activity at any venue is. 

 

In considering all applications relating to TAB venues Council may consider any matter, 

but will consider the following: 

 

(i) Characteristics of the district and parts of the district. 
 
(ii) Locations of kindergartens, early childhood centres, schools, places of worship 

and other community facilities. 
 
(iii) The cumulative effects of additional opportunities for gambling in the district.  

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1
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METHODS OF IMPLEMENTATION 

 
The decision on Council consents will be made by full Council following a hearing at 

which the applicant and everybody who has made a written submission on the 

application will have the opportunity to be heard. 

 

When considering the cumulative effects of additional opportunities for gambling in the 

district for Class 4 venues, Council will take into account both the number of gaming 

machines currently operating, and the number of gaming machines currently able to 

operate. 

 

EXPLANATION/REASONS 

 
Ensuring Council considers the listed matters when determining all applications for consent 

will help ensure that Council has influence over the establishment of new Class 4 venues 

and over the provision of additional gaming machines at existing venues, when the 

resulting number of machines will be greater than the number the venue is currently able 

to operate. 

 

This will also help ensure that Council exercises its influence consistently across all 

applications for consent. 

 

Requiring that consideration be given to public submissions, both written and as presented 

at hearings, will help ensure that the views of the community are taken into account when 

Council makes decisions on consents.  

 

KEY ISSUE FOUR 

 
The impacts of both the benefits and the harm resulting from gambling are felt by the 

community. 

 

OBJECTIVE  

 
To facilitate community involvement in decisions about the provision of gambling. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1
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POLICY 

 
All applications for Council consent will be available for public submission. 

 

Submitters will have the opportunity to speak to their submission at the hearing of the 

consent application. 

 

In making their decision Council will give consideration to all submissions received. 

 

METHODS OF IMPLEMENTATION 

 
All applications will be twice publicly notified in a newspaper circulating in the area to 

which the application relates. Notifications will be placed at least seven days apart, but 

no more than 14 days apart. Council staff will be responsible for placing the public 

notifications. 

 

The public notifications will advise people of the opportunity to make a written submission 

on the application. 

 

Copies of the application will be made available at Council offices, Buller libraries and on 

submission. 

 

EXPLANATIONS/REASONS 

 
Community feelings on gambling range from full support to total opposition.  

 

Supporters of gambling often note the following benefits: 

 The money distributed to community groups and organisations from the proceeds 

of Class 4 gambling. 

 The entertainment value of responsible gambling. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1
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 8 

Opponents of gambling often note the following harmful effects of gambling: 

 The amount of money spent and lost by gamblers. 

 Problem gambling and the impact this has on the life of the gambler, their family 

and the community as a whole. 

 

Giving all members of the community the opportunity to comment on applications for 

consent to create additional gambling opportunities will help ensure that the full range of 

opinions and issues are heard and taken into account when Council makes its decision on 

an application. 

 

ATTACHMENT 1
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BULLER DISTRICT COUNCIL  
 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
 

22 MAY 2024 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 5 
 

Prepared by  - Mel Sutherland 
- Manager Infrastructure Planning 

 
Reviewed by  - Eric de Boer 

- Manager Infrastructure Delivery 
 
Attachments  1.  Survey Plan SO 592456 – road proposed to be stopped 
  2. Objections to part Boundary Road Stopping proposal 
 
Public Excluded: No 
 
 
ROAD STOPPING APPLICATION – PART BOUNDARY ROAD REEFTON 
 

 
1. REPORT SUMMARY  

 
The proposal to stop a portion of Boundary Road in Reefton was publicly notified 
and attracted a total of 5 objections.  This report summarises the objections for 
Council to consider as part of their deliberations after hearing from those objectors 
who wished to be heard. 

 
 
2. DRAFT RECOMMENDATION 
 

That Council resolves to either: 
 

a) Allow the objections to the proposed stopping of part of 
Boundary Road (as identified in SO 592456), OR 
 

b) Disallow the objections to the proposed road stopping of part of 
Boundary Road (as identified in SO 592456) and sends the 
objections with the plans aforesaid and a full description of the 
proposed alterations to the Environment Court as required under 
Schedule 10, Local Government Act 1974. 
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3. ISSUES & DISCUSSION 
 
 BACKGROUND 
 

3.1 In August 2022 Council agreed to process the application by the owners of 
the property at 6 Deemac Street, Reefton to stop a portion of the unformed 
legal road known as Boundary Road adjoining 6 Deemac Street pursuant 
to the Provisions of the Local Government Act 1974 (LGA1974).  

 
Council officers followed the process set out in Schedule 10 LGA1974 as 
follows: 

• Completed a Survey Office Plan of the road (SO 592456); 

• Sought and obtained the consent from the Minister of Lands as 
required as the land was considered to be in a rural area; 

• Publicly notified the proposal to stop the road as required under 
Schedule 10 section 2 LGA1974 inviting objections to the proposal; 

• Received 5 objections to the proposal; 

• Organised the hearing of these objections as required under 
Schedule 10 Section 5 LGA1974 (Extraordinary Council Meeting 22 
May 2024) 

 
 

PROPOSAL 
 
3.2 The legal owners of the property at 6 Deemac Street have applied to stop 

a section of unformed legal road (Boundary Street) in Reefton that adjoins 
their property. Like many landowners in the wider Buller District, they have 
been using the road as part of their garden for a number of years. The area 
is very well kept and landscaped to flow directly into their own property.  

 
The owners were given the opportunity to apply for a Licence to Occupy for 
this portion of the unformed legal road and also given information on the 
requirements for stopping the road (and subsequent purchasing of the 
land). After considering the options available to them to formalise the use 
of this land they have made a choice and have made an application: 

• to stop the road; and  
• purchase the land to amalgamate with their own property.  
  

An agreement was signed between the owners and Council in which they 
agreed to cover all the costs associated with the application regardless of 
the outcome of the application and to purchase the area of stopped road if 
the application was successful. 
 

3.3 As noted above Council agreed to go forward with the proposal at the 
meeting on 31 August 2022. The reasons for agreeing to the proposal were 
noted in the report as follows: 
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• There are no plans to form the legal road and any expansion of the town 
 would have a number of other access options.  

 

• Members of the public do not currently use the legal road and 
neighbouring properties do not rely on this part of the road for access.  
 

• The adjoining land to the north is zoned Rural in the current Buller 
District Plan and remains General Rural in the Proposed Te Tai o 
Poutini Plan.  It is therefore not foreseen that this land will be used for 
future residential development.   

 

• Using the LGA1974 ensures that the process is transparent, and that 
the proposal is open to consultation and submissions from members of 
the public.  

  
3.4 The proposal was publicly notified in accordance with Schedule 10 

LGA1974 including public notices in both The Clarion and the Grey Star. 
Letters outlining the proposal were also sent out to 13 owners/occupiers of 
land adjoining Boundary Road in the vicinity.  
 
 

OBJECTIONS 
 

3.5  After publicly notifying the proposal in accordance with the requirements of 
Schedule 10 LGA1974 a total of five objections were received. All objections 
expressed the desire for this portion of Boundary Road to remain as legal 
road to allow for its future use as a walkway around Reefton. 

 

 Submitter Summary 

1 Brenda Kaye • Historic reason for Boundary Road 

• Powerhouse Road walk very popular 

• Link to Reservoir Track with a walking 
track on Boundary Road provides a loop 

• Should be looking at a walking access 
map for Reefton before closing roads 

• Suggest licence to occupy as alternative 

2.  Herenga ā Nuku • Roads are public assets and potential 
benefits essential when deciding on road 
stopping 

• Onus on Council to ensure rights of public 
access along unformed legal road 

• Environment Court precedent indicates 
they will give measure of priority to rights 
of public access over private interests 
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• Location of this portion of Boundary Road 
is relevant for public access 

• Potential for walking route around town  

• Important to preserve so that options for 
the future are not lost 

• Option of 5m strip to be sold 

3. Joy Prebble • Not in the best interests of Reefton or 
Buller District Council to sell public roads 
which will be possibly used in the future 

• Tourist industry, town being promoted, 
gold mining opening up with possible 
migration of people into Reefton 

• Walk and cycle track around 
circumference of Reefton Powerhouse 
Loop, including Sinnamon St, Buller Rd, 
Boundary Rd, Reservoir, Terrace track 
onto Broadway, swing bridge and 
Powerhouse – loop of stunning Reefton 

• Climate change – possibility of managed 
retreat to higher ground making paper 
roads essential 

4. Janice Byres • Once stopped lost forever 

• Would make marvellous walking and 
biking track and as an extension to the 
Terrace/Reservoir Track 

• Visitors and locals use tracks a lot – 
Reefton becoming known as destination 
for walking and biking 

• More benefit to town and District as a 
track than stopping it. 

• Closing would be short sighted and a 
missed opportunity 

5 Karen Lippiatt • This route has potential for a walkway 
around Reefton 

• Walkways needed for health of locals and 
activities for visitors 

• Potential to connect to the walkway to the 
east and improving connectivity 

• All potential walkways must be preserved 
to provide activities and attractions 

• Impossible to recover if wanted for a 
walkway in the future 
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3.6 The objections which Council must consider are attached as Attachment 
2.  

 
 
  
4. CONSIDERATIONS 

 
4.1  Strategic Impact 
 Council must ensure that it complies with all legislative requirements. 
 
4.2  Significance Assessment 
 As a decision relating to a small portion of the roading network this is not a 

strategic decision. 
 

4.3  Risk Management Implications 
 This decision does not provide Council with a significant risk as the required 

legislative process under Schedule 10 of the LGA1974 has been followed. 
 
4.4  Values 
 Following the public notification process under Schedule 10, LGA1974 this 

matter aligns with the Buller District Value of being Community Driven. 
  

4.5  Policy / Legal Considerations 
 The requirements of Schedule 10 of the LGA 1974 have been followed.  The 

provisions of Schedule 10 from this point forward are as follows: 
 

• Council must decide whether the objections are justified by holding a 
hearing in front of a Council at which persons who have objected are 
entitled to be in attendance and their concerns heard.  
 

• Following this the Council will decide whether or not to uphold the 
objections. If the objections are upheld, then the road stopping cannot 
proceed, and the process stops.  

 

• Council may decide to reject the objections and continue with the road 
stopping. In this event if the objections are not withdrawn or otherwise 
resolved the Council must send the objections and full documentation 
regarding the proposed Road Stopping, to the Environment Court.  

 

• The Environment Court may hold a court hearing or may be able to 
arrange mediation to resolve any objections before a hearing.  

 

• If the Environment Court approves the stopping then Council will 
continue with the process to stop the road and sell the land to the 
applicant.  
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• If the Environment Court rejects the Road Stopping, the process ends, 
The Environment Court decision is final. 

 
4.6  Tangata Whenua Considerations 

 The decision does not involve a significant decision in relation to ancestral 
land or a body of water or other elements of intrinsic value, therefore this 
decision does not specifically impact Tangata Whenua, their culture, and 
traditions. 

 
4.7  Views of Those Affected 
 The requirements of Schedule 10 of the LGA1974 for public notice have 

been followed. 
 
4.8  Costs 
 There are no financial implications relevant to this decision as all costs 

associated by this process are met by the applicant. 
 
4.9  Benefits 
 Following the process under Schedule 10 LGA1974 ensures that the 

community has been fully involved in the making of this decision. 
 
4.10  Media / Publicity 
 Any media enquiries will be managed by the Community Engagement 

Team. 
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BULLER DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 

 
22 MAY 2024 

 
AGENDA ITEM: 6 

 
 

Prepared by Simon Pickford 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 

 
PUBLIC EXCLUDED 

 

 
1. REPORT SUMMARY 
 
 Subject to the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 

S48(1) right of Local Authority to exclude public from proceedings of any meeting 
on the grounds that: 

 
 
2. DRAFT RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of 
this meeting: 
 
 

Item 
No. 

Minutes/ 
Report of: 

General Subject Reason For Passing 
Resolution under 
LGOIMA  

Release Details 

 

4 Manager 
Infrastructure 
Delivery 

Deliberation on 
application and 
submissions to 
application for the 
proposed Road 
Stopping of 6 
Deemac Street, 
Reefton 

Section 48 (2) (a) (i.) 
To deliberate on matters 
relating to proceedings 
where a right of appeal 
lies to a court or tribunal 
against the final decision 
of the councils in those 
proceedings 

The decision will 
be released 
immediately. 

Deliberations 
will be released 
once they are 
confirmed as 
true and correct 
before an 
Ordinary 
Council Meeting 
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