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7.11 FREEDOM CAMPING   
 
Source:  Council 12/12/02 and 23/1/03 
 
1. That overnight or freedom camping 

be permitted on Council controlled 
public land, except in prohibited 
areas, for a maximum of two nights 
in any calendar month, at any 
single location or similar area.  This 
includes, for example, motor 
homes, vans, buses, house trucks 
and caravans. 

 
2. That freedom camping be 

prohibited within one kilometre of a 
licensed camping ground entry 
point. 

 
3. That freedom camping be restricted 

to vehicles which are fitted with 
self-containment tanks and have 
self-containment certificates in 
accordance with NZS 5465:2001. 

 
In instances where self-containment 
certificates in accordance with the 
above standard, are not obtained, 
campers may have their sanitary 
facilities inspected by a Council Officer 
and a ‘short term freedom camping 
permit’ may be issued after payment of 
an inspection fee. 

 
4.  Body wastes and household 

rubbish must be disposed of in a 
Council approved facility. 

 
5.  All overnight camping sites must be 

left in a clean and tidy state. 
 

6.  Overnight campers are required to 
comply with any request to move 
on by any officer of the Council. 

 
7.12 TEMPORARY 

ACCOMMODATION 
APPROVALS   

 
POLICY PRIOR TO AMALGAMATION 
AND RATIFIED  
 
Source:  Planning Committee, p3, item 
4.5 (L4/4 & R5/18) 
 
The Manager Regulatory Services 
and/or the Environmental Health 
Officer are empowered to authorise the 
issue of approvals for temporary 
accommodation for a limited period of 
up to six months with continued 
occupation beyond that date being 
subject to review; also conditional upon 
such approvals being given only in 
association with and after a formal 
building consent has been received 
and approved, and providing a 
satisfactory effluent disposal system is 
installed.  
 
 
 
7.13 USE OF UNTREATED TIMBER 

IN BUILDINGS   
 
Source:  Planning and Development 
Committee meeting 13/6/91, p9, item 
4.4 
 
No timber, which requires treatment, 
should be accepted on Council 
contracts, or on building sites under 
the jurisdiction of the Buller District 
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Council, unless it carries the following 
information:   
 
(a) the plant registration number 

issued by the New Zealand 
Timber Preservation Council; 
and 

 
(b) the treatment hazard number; 

and 
 
(c) the Woodmark logo; or 
 
That each delivery of timber be 
accompanied by a certificate from a 
qualified person, approved by the 
Buller District Council’s Manager of 
Regulatory Services, stating that the 
timber has been tested and found to 
comply with MP 3640 : 1988. 
 
7.17 BUILDING ON RESERVE 

LAND  
 
Source:  Operations Committee 
14/11/96, item 4.6 
 
1. Buildings or building extensions 

will not be permitted on reserve 
land or road reserve without the 
prior, specific approval of the 
Buller District Council. 

 
2. In recognition of the fact that 

reserve land does not generally 
have certificates of title, building 
consents are not able to be 
issued on land which is subject 
to a natural hazard, as defined 
within Section 36 of the Building 
Act. 

 
Source:  Council Meeting 22/1/98 

 
3. Verandah construction over 

road reserve is permitted 
providing prior approval is given 
from the Manager Operations 
for Council owned land or an 
encroachment agreement has 
been obtained from Transit New 
Zealand for state highways. 

 
7.18 FENCING OF SWIMMING 

POOLS 
 
Source:  Council Meeting  26/8/99  
 
1. That any swimming pool fencing 

that did not meet the actual 
provisions of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987, at the 
last inspection, be annually 
inspected, and an inspection fee 
(refer to current Fees and 
Charges booklet) be payable by 
the pool owner to Council.  The 
pool owner of any such pool 
which has more than 400mm of 
water within the pool, will be 
prosecuted. 

 
2. That the owner of any pool 

fencing which complied with the 
fencing requirements at the last 
inspection, and has subsequently 
been found to not comply, will be 
served a notice and will be 
required to pay a re-inspection 
fee of (refer to current Fees and 
Charges booklet). 
The definition of owner shall be 
as defined within the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987. 
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7.19 VERANDAHS OVER 

PUBLIC PLACES 
 
Source:  Operations Meeting 10/6/04 
 
New Verandahs 
 
1. No person shall erect or cause to 

be erected any verandah which 
encroaches in whole or in part over 
any public place otherwise than in 
accordance with the provisions set 
out hereunder and any further 
conditions that may be imposed by 
the Manager of Operations or the 
Council: 

 
(i) No verandah shall be erected 

over any public place, which is 
less than 12 metres in width, or 
in any case where there is no 
formed footway. 

(ii) All verandahs shall be of the 
suspended or cantilever type 
designed to the approval of the 
Manager of Operations and 
shall, as far as is practicable, 
conform with adjoining 
verandahs in regard to height, 
and depth of fascia, unless 
directed or permitted by the 
Manager of Operations. 

(iii) Every verandah or part of a 
verandah shall be erected at a 
height of not less than 2.9 
metres above the level of the 
kerb of the footway.  It shall 
extend from the supporting 
building to a distance of 450 mm 
inside a vertical line drawn from 
the face of the kerb and no 
farther. 

(iv) The main supporting members 
of every verandah shall unless 
otherwise approved by the 
Manager of Operations be of 
steel which, except where 
embedded in concrete, shall be 
galvanised or painted with an 
approved paint or with other 
approved protection against 
corrosion before being enclosed 
in any way.  Any approved 
removable panel shall be 
provided under or alongside 
each steel beam to enable the 
beams to be readily inspected. 

(v) Except in the case of concrete 
verandahs the fascia shall be 
not less than 300 mm nor more 
than 450 mm in depth and shall 
be of a uniform level unless 
otherwise approved by the 
Council. 

(vi) The roof covering shall be of 
approved weather-resisting 
material and shall be provided 
with a fall of not less than 50 
mm in 3.0 metres towards the 
building and with approved 
gutters leading to downpipes.  
Downpipes shall not project 
beyond the boundary or building 
line within a height of 2.4 metres 
above footway level. 

(vii) Ceilings shall be lined with 
approved material and all parts 
of a verandah shall be finished 
and painted to the approval of 
the Manager of Operations.  No 
glass shall be used in the roof of 
a verandah without the approval 
of the Manager of Operations. 

(viii) The ends of every verandah 
shall be at an angle of 90 
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degrees with the street 
boundary, provided that on a 
corner or in unusual 
circumstances the Manager of 
Operations may direct 
otherwise.  Where a verandah is 
erected to abut an existing 
verandah the junction of such 
verandah shall be made 
weatherproof to the satisfaction 
of the Manager of Operations by 
the owner of the newly erected 
verandah. 

 
1. The Manager of Operations may 

prohibit the erection of a concrete 
verandah if he is of the opinion 
that the same cannot be erected 
without interfering with the public 
use of the street and footway to a 
greater extent than would be 
necessary to construct the 
verandah in other approved 
materials. 

 
3.  Existing Verandahs 
 
3.1  No verandah shall be repaired 

unless the building to which it is 
attached is in the opinion of the 
Manager of Operations in a 
satisfactory condition. 

3.2  Columns or posts for replacement 
purposes shall be of galvanised 
wrought iron or steel of not less 
than 90 mm external diameter or 
cast iron of not less than 100 mm 
external diameter, with flanges at 
the top and provision for securing 
the bottom.  Cast iron posts shall 
be reinforced with not less than a 
20 mm rod down the centre and 
the core filled with cement grout. 

 
3.3 No person shall repair any 

verandah or other projection over 
a public place, without first 
providing such scaffolding or other 
safeguards as may be necessary 
(having regard to the nature of the 
work to be done) to prevent any 
tool or material used or intended 
to be used or disturbed in 
connection with such work from 
falling on such public place. 

 
3.4 Any verandah heretofore or 

hereafter erected shall be 
maintained by the owner of the 
building or premises to which the 
verandah belongs in good and 
substantial repair and condition to 
the satisfaction of the Council. 

 
4.  Removal of Verandahs 
 
4.1  Where the Council considers that 

the safety or the interests of the 
public (of which the Council shall 
be the sole judge) requires the 
removal of any verandah, the 
Council may by resolution revoke 
any permission granted for the 
erection of the verandah, and 
require the owner of the building 
or premises to which the 
verandah is annexed or of which it 
forms a part, to remove the 
verandah and the owner shall, 
within seven days from the receipt 
by him of a notice to rectify from 
the Council to that effect, take 
down and remove the verandah 
at his expense. 
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4.2  If the owner fails to remove the 
verandah within the time 
stipulated in the notice the 
Council may take down and 
remove the verandah at the 
expense of the owner, and for 
that purpose officers of the 
Council may enter into and upon 
the building and premises of the 
owner in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local 
Government Act 2002. 

 
4.3  Where a verandah is removed 

pursuant to this clause the 
Council shall not be liable for any 
flashing, making good, or other 
work which may be rendered 
necessary or desirable through 
the removal of the verandah or for 
any damage caused by or arising 
out of the removal or to pay any 
compensation in respect of the 
relocation or removal. 

 
 
 


